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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PANAMA 6283 
REF: PANAMA 4647; AUGUST 30, 1973 

1. ACCORDING TO EFE WIRE SERVICE STORY GIVEN HEADLINE 
TREATMENT IN OCTOBER 24 EDITION OF MATUTINO, PERU'S 
REPRESENTATIVE ON THE IAJC, RUIZ ELDRIGE, HAS AGAIN RAISED THE 
CANAL ISSUE AT THE COMMITTEE'S CURRENT SESSION IN RIO DE 
JANEIRO. THE CANAL ISSUE WAS REPORTED TO BE PART OF A LARGER 
IAJC STUDY ON COLONIALISM IN THE AMERICAS, THE RESULTS OF WHICH 
WILL BE SUBMITTED TO THE OAS FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY. 

2. COMMENT: RUIZ ELDRIGE’S CHAMPIONING OF PANAMA S CASE IN 
THE IAJC HAS FROM TIME TO TIME RECEIVED PROMINENT LOCAL PRESS 
COVERAGE (REFTEL). WHILE THE GOP DOES NOT APPEAR TO 
ATTACH A GREAT DEAL OF IMPORTANCE TO HIS INITIATIVE, IT FITS 
INTO PANAMA'S ONGOING STRATEGY OF KEEPING THE CANAL ISSUE 
ALIVE IN INTERNATIONAL FORA. 
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